il oF those services well and being the
books to 2 global marketpiace
otected

Sayouanealawyer a PR, and an auther
of the warcwininirg book, The Plastic

the Lss and Misuse of Cradit. When did
¥ 3T L it thjckes o the book

At the time, | waz warking on ansther
Prcject with my co-authes Polly A Bauer

Shaiza el vpert as well 25 the

Tormer Peesictent and CEQ of the Home:
Shapping Metwark Crei

Katrina Starzhynskaya
recently spoke with
STEPHEN
LESAVICH

about his accomplishments
as a Ph.D. in computer
science, a serial
entrepreneur, intellectual
property attorney, award-
winning auther, and

Stephen's desire is to
touch as many lives as
possible through his
wisdom and words.

On the Edge of
Everything

STEPHEN LESAVICH

‘What was your first focus?

i vary nossered i techriclogy,

‘companics like Microsofl,
Nike and Hewlett-

Packard. Can you tell us.

A ek g froem el | ek
=3 a salwars enginest. Eventually,
| oistaned my Mastar's and Phil in
‘computer sience. My path inciud-
o werking st ATET lled Laboramcie,
whichat the time war 2 peemier.
irsearch facity that helped cevelog
the backbane of the intemes. Larer,
| spent fime at US Robaticy, which
produced the firs commercial
‘meders during the 2ge of diakup
e Thimewere exciing e for
“me Notlang 2feg | denided fo attend

My Iegal carser staned ot at afew
Foom i Postind O :

iy e g wih mre dlite
o e e e
‘developeng blendingredge technology.
When | locik bick oy experienee. |
says eayect oy comeratonsand

Micxcmet e thase e clents e
mmenitianed. Becaise af my Fhlin
compurer science, | flsw to Seatile
and drove o to Redmond ta work
with Micosot o 2 peguiar besi |

Now I know an altorney
to contact when 1 go to file
for my first patent!

“Fex, | wacid b ey o hefp el |

e e ef v

and some of the ather principsisal
Micrncit

Piike was there in Braverton ang
Hlewlett-Packard had @ printer
manufactring plart in Corvalls,
ry aw it clc gl wok foe bath

fonsmwed.

the twa othes components o intes-
el property, tademaris (brand:
ingland copyright [prtection of the
expression of weitien e and s
e vestiornsl | usechmy experience
an attormey o cevelop my pubiiah:
g comgany and assist my suthoic
Becmine of s allbes, | con piovids
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How about

sign i us. W aee ety firiah

Can they be discharged in
bankruptcy?

downinTamps,

Florica whos spssiaizes i Epesuction and

cosmetic sugery. Hiswerk i schedued
The Doctors =

L o it
‘with a credit card, are ot dischargeshis
because Congress enacted legisiatian
againat dsing s2. Some tems can be
dhsichanged, whits othess cannot
You have a publishing
company and have started
other businesses, What are
you currently working on?

24 pratic Law and Ties hard my own

il alsa huawe s rew bioak

they could do it on their
own? What advantages do
you provide?

One of the dvaniages | give is higher
author ropalten due ta lower overhead

It it 2 cross-breed of the business

and sef-help genres. Whe crafied the

manscrigt by addssing the 15 most

frmsnce 2002, |wan 2 partnerarabig coats. Asan intelermual property amoeney,
O Tabio peovi far b the authors
asan entrepreneur. In J007,Istarterd . we by Fimg o eopyright and leadermadk
‘own publishing compary becaune how  pratection and negatiating contrasts and
Feapic o z :

ing of books via the imemet tothe bools

| pemted a rew p b briness el
The oid way wasto estimate the demand
for based anthat

putiing cur penoral experise and spin
o each topic. Ous book won the 2013
Inckepenciert ubishes Goid Mekalas the
best naw book in the fnance/tudger-
ingcategony:
What are some of the legends
‘you discuss in the book?

e urban feene many propl beieve
i that if o deriaring borkeupicy you
o speniresly on cradit cards and have
these amoets discharged.

e wil ook

estimated number and tiyto 5= them,
Py r=w modet is based on pening an
demandat the point of purchase: This
sliminates the overhead coits of using
racitional warshous=s and trucks for the
cistrbration and sakes of bk

D books are prinsectorily aftex they are
purchased by sormeore and then hopped
inta 2 istributian channel. My campny
works seith maor retalers five Amazan
anct Banres & Noble, 23 they have a giobal
reach. They collect payment fram the

at credit card purchases back t abiut
3 mnths (oe moee) price ta fling for

apercere:
age ofthe sales My publishig company
was awarded the 2014 Best of Chicago

Aditionall, | ave access to particu-
lan distibaution channels, reporters and
medha outlets that ther s publahers
donat. Itk abagt the cooperaticn with
the atthar o get the? work into
the mamtrear sheir suczess s a0 my
company s ucess

global

Did you have any role models
or mentors when you started
your first business?

Thes s espeife peronwho hadit all.
Irstend,| ook several companents of the
succemid pecgiel knewand wedthat 3
inspiation farstarting my cwwm businesi.
Most of thase pisces involved straregy
and propie skl | dorft o much adier
ting for my businesses ar ey on eier-

Howaect i she i md s uth. §learmed that
may nordischargeatie in bankruptey  servioss o in the  philoscah = Frowide igh
depending on the cecumiancesamod-  new business model We recently hove ity goods and services b ot wll
sied with the intert of those purchanes. hod a number of new authors ecently’  ganmomentum”
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‘What is your passion
and vision?

My biggest pession is bocks and being
anawarchwinving auths. | have ancther

daing. s when my work ot oed e
werk Wit that, reaching cut o people an
a gioal level ani o hek:them somehaw
is rewarding

bk coming out soce thatis about e Thermaney comes song Fyoue pasion-
anct sprinstrantions. | am s com atesbout whatyou o The botioe e s

5 = tosk  ling . o
et heemmoticnslside o mking ot
J——— ™ You spoke of waking

up excited to do what

|t o you! i
and reach out to peaple in that way: My Considering you are in the
sion s roming e pubichirgeermpery POSIION to take @ vacation
0 much barger scale, weh ot of authers whenever you want, what
areinthe pipdine |wontto mach out o drives you Lo go Lo work
theauthoes because everyons hasa scry
Deslingwith aushors b the el bl -
mothationsd wera ey ajoy Wean e el o1 o go ta my office

with

adversity i their own ves and let them
kncw they are ot alone.

‘What is success to you
personally?
Getting up in the moming and being

excited and pass what Fin

everycy. iz

ane seremding apaskve sk o ather.
Hapefuly my werds can help them
indiste ponitivechange ook o scrmetfing
froma diffevent perspective, or make 2
dFference. It funry, becmne | ecently

PLASTIC
EFFEC

R AL phR <y
Simen Lestuics, o,

reshiorin Chicage. She told meshebeeps
a copy of my book on e nightstand and
rexdsitinbed. ltwas then that | reslzedd
that since people are bringing my book
into their pemanal, mered spaces, even
their beds, what 2 poweriul 2nd pasiive
infuence oy wards can hane on people
a5 muther,

15see that you also have a
Blog. What s it called?
My blogiscalled Out Thene on the Edge of
Ereryihing®. Sy, ookt the exdges
o things. |alsa wiite a reguiar column
by the same name for Positive Imgact
Mogasine. | take a topic, author 2 news
iece, and lack at i fom ancther angle

‘What was the best piece of
advice you've ever received
from someone?
Backin Chicage, | sed oride  commutes
eyt work. Orvecy Ispokewith atrain
cordictor. |was nervous about starting

my cwn aw fem anl he toid me Tycu
e -
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o peaple that'sall you really nesd o
a’ His advice was right on. | opened
mo lew frm in ciwmtown Chicaga an
LaSalle Srees, competing against the
thousands of othes attomeys in thearea
1 was able o o that by working thecugh
this simple phiasophy, which is advice

that amyone can use

finance, career, and business?

‘werking for & company o fun your awn
business, do what you are passionats
about. Keep yourse piysically heakiyif
‘you can, even ¥ it just waking. Reguiar
develops and enhances your

creativity. You con always do sometfing
new or different and take on new
chalenges

Is there anything that
‘you would change
about yourself?

Keep a goad e belance. | g
and reimventing yourself Even if youe

ing its. Sometimes we
toa fezsful or imvalved to look up and

see what's going on araund us. That s
something | would change.

I believe you need 2 base of a college
degree of some sort — ot leesta four-year
digree. Sure, pecple can gat by withan
s degres. but | believe many
formative e experiences and fiendships
are gained through going o college. ks
yous first large gaal in e to accompiish
ower & multi-year peviod. Sraning 2 new

business s the same thing, in terms of
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eing 2 longrem erdanver, Bvenifyo sartyos
Ensiness o i # o Phe sice, wark for somenne
or awhile-and ses how they da things. Keepin
mind yaus passion nd vision. When the time:
is right, g o an your awn. A lot of kids start
v e siemaes and are suecesshi, but yau
same background and expesience in
bnisiness, taking chasses, or other ways ofocking
attte workd tht wi ke you mers effectiein

sl

your awn compary

My Frst choice i any ore of the bographies an
Steve Jobs. He s one of the peaple who was
vy crsative ard didhis oven ting, cvercoming
achversity i conen oy The:secord book =
Dutiers, by Malcoim Glachwel | recommendthis
back sspecily b entrepreneurs of these wha
w10k cusicks the b o mariies crestivi.

The shird back on s et 1 acally the festboak

e cosmpany pblihect Seven Letters Trat Savedt
My Life, by Dt Lessarel She: has Cysiic Fioworss

anct wanted to become a runner. Duing

jrurmey, she nderwenta double king transplant

and Hiecf on the opesabing table.

Fuentuafly,she abso requied a bidney transplert
becuse the transplant mesdcation ruined her
cinayz. Despite sl ot the s ot oy atie
2 becarme 2 wunnes, but became 2 profession-
af ranner for Nk | recommend thi bogk for
anyone whe & having o bad dey, becoiee it wil

change your perspective

If you had the opportunity to sit

st choern 2l s entrepreneurstip wilh Him. My third
chsice would be Gry Neler of Kefer Wilirms rest-evate:

He built Keller

s fieaty Intermatinal frem a single

office in Ausin, Texas, in1o the lest b esate fanchis-
ing comparyin the United Staies. He s one of the mast

thels. 3

The: One Thing In s new bock Gary ieeches peopie that 1o

b successhul, you have o stog, ok processing, which he
considess bad, and focus cae pricety task at  time instead.

Do you have time for your physical fitness
and health? 1 noticed you have several
accomplishments in this arcs.

= and the smsegy

ries. SirFickaed Brarson i on my fist because

heis irnovative in sa mery e, | woukd!

vk, s st part oy ciayand | sy i the sverings
row. i i the Midwest; 20 | get autrdoor when fxan. We
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other

my 3ge e even e and then

Yl haves an exyenives istory in Tae Kieet D,
starting 1977, |ama Marses s ctos et hane
‘e a Sth degres Hack belk from the Warid
Tae Kwon Do Federation (WTFL | was foemarly
an Intesrstions Referee for tournaments and
sl teach a weeky Block Bt clos. Al | tmach
2 selfdiefense and anti-bulying das far micklle
school sudents, The geal of this clams s 1o help
femse bick espmwes themmsehes and urdesstand

the pavchology of bulying.

Far more information, please visit hrtpo/lesav-
ich comor bitpeacoave-media infolbiog!

G, |56 compets i half o full murathors and.
atance races for fur winning meddals in
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